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Despite differences over methods, 
Gov. Ogilvie and Mayor Daley appear 
to have made progress in their effort to 
resolve the CTA crisis. Though neither 
the mayor nor the governor bought the 
other’s subsidy package, their agree- 
ment that some sort of subsidy must be 
worked out leaves ample room for 
maneuvering by legislative leaders. 
Any combination of the proposals ad- 
vanced by Ogilvie and Daley at their 
Springfield meeting holds considerable 
promise for raising the funds CTA 
needs to avert a 50-cent fare, There 
will have to be compromise and ac- 
commodation all along the line to bring 
forth a plan acceptable to a majority of 
legislators. While it is too much to hope 
that partisan politics can be entirely 
excluded, every effort should be made 
to produce a program with a bipartisan 
label. The good faith shown by the gov- 
ernor and the mayor has set an ex- 
cellent example for their lieutenants. 
Any subsidy that is devised will have 
to depend, locally at least, on new 
sources of revenue — a special coun- 
tywide gasoline levy, a new tax on 
parking, lot and garage fees, or what- 


The threat in 


Pressure continues to build up on the 
administration to shore up the tottering 
regime in Cambodia, The anti-Commu- 
nist generals who overthrew Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk are under attack 
from within and without and have ur- 
gently appealed for arms. Apparently 
the prevailing view in the Pentagon is 
that the United States should respond 
positively to the appeal. 

‘The military argument has a, certain 
logic, of course. Cambodia’s army is 
weak. If its new rulers fall, Cambodia 
will doubtless become a base of oper- 
ations for the Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese and adversely affect the 
military situation in South Vietnam — 
meaning an added threat to American 
lives there and to the: plans for U.S. 
withdrawal. 

But the poor state of Cambodia's 
army also means that pouring in weap- 
ons would probably be useless unless 
they were accompanied by American 
advisers” and very likely American 


ever else may be necessary to raise the 
city and county share of the tab. The 
state’s share should present no over- 
whelming problem, despite the gover- 
nor’s demurrers. 

However necessary and desirable it 
may be, a subsidy aimed at only avert- 
ing an impending fare increase 
amounts to treating the symptoms 
rather than the cause of the CTA's 
woes. Longer-range solutions must be 
found for what ails mass rapid transit 
in the Chicago area. To that end, Re- 
publican proposals for a management 
study to reorganize the CTA for great- 
er efficiency make considerable sense. 
One of the keys to mass transit success 
is fast, comfortable and dependable 
service, and even the CTA’s most de- 
voted apologists would be hard put to 
give the system a clean bill of health on 
any of these points. The CTA is suffer- 
ing from tired blood and depressed 
spirits, An infusion of bold and imagi- 
native ideas, looking to the future rath. 
er than the past, might be just the 
thing to give Chicago a transportation 
system that would attract riders in- 
stead of driving them away. 


Cambodia 


combat forces. Widening the war on 
this scale would almost certainly be 
unacceptable to the American people 
and a political disaster for the adminis- 
tration. 

President Nixon is thus caught in an 
unenviable position, with Vietnam, the 
so-called Nixon Doctrine and his low- 
profile international stance all threat- 
ened at once. He is said to be hopeful of 
a “third country”: solution, whereby 
neighboring Asian nations would come 
to the support of Cambodia without di- 
rect U.S. involvement. The xecord of 

“such help in South Vietnam, however, 
does not offer much encouragement. . 

In the long run, his decision must 
rest on what is best for the United 
States. As he said in his February re- 
port on foreign policy, “Our interests 
must shape our commitments, rather 
than the other way around.” A new 
commitment to Cambodia at this time 
would be hard to justify as being in the 
best interest of the United States. 


Sniping at gun control 


‘The drive is still on to destroy gun 
control in Illinois, Rep. Gale Williams 
(R-Murphysboro) is sponsoring a bill 
that would permit- individual ‘counties 
to exempt themselves from the state's 
mild gun law by referendum. And a 
House committee has approved it. 

All the present law does is require 
gun owners to register. It does not take 
anybody's gun away if he is a good citi- 
zen, Yet the opponents have per- 
sistently tried to kill it, first with a 
repealer, which did not pass the Legis- 
lature, and then with a bill to make it 
apply only in Cook County, which 
passed but was vetoed by Gov. Ogilvie. 

‘The governor's veto message is still 
pertinent. He pointed out that the un- 
lawful use of firearms is a problem for 


the whole state, not just Cook County. 
“In 1968,” he said, “firearms were re- 
sponsible for the deaths of 1,206 Illinois 
residents; 609 of these deaths were 
homicides occurring in every major ju- 
risdiction in the state. In the first year 
of the administration of the-act over 
2,000 applications for registration have 
been refused and nearly 400 revoked 
for violations of the criminal code. 
Ninety per cent of the refused appli- 
cations and 80 per cent of the revoca- 
tions were for residents of areas in Il- 
linois outside Cook County.” 

If the state’s gun law is to be altered, 
then it should be strengthened, not 
eroded by county repeal as proposed 
by Williams. It is a helpful tool for po- 
lice, who need all the help they can get. 


The sea around us 


‘The attractive notion that the sea is 
an almost inexhaustible sourcé of food 
has been challenged by a biologist. 
There's just not that much food there, 
it seems, and what is there is being 
menaced by overexploitation, the popu- 
lation explosion and pollution. 

‘The biologist is Paul R. Ehzisch, au- 
thor of “The Population Bomb,” who 
has written (with Anne H. Ehrlich) in 
the Saturday Review that the hope of 
quick oceanic relief for the food-popu- 
lation crisis “is just an illusion.” 

Here are his conclusions: 
© Spectacular increases in the sea har- 
vest are not now possible, and the har- 
vesting of plankton would require more 
human energy than it would yield. 
© Even a large increase in the yield of 
sea food this decade would still leave a 
decrease per capita, unless the popu- 
Jation growth lessens. 


Everywhere the research and the: 


reasoning turn, they seem to find pan 


the villain. The pollution of the sea and 
of the creatures that dwell therein is an 
old, familiar and dismal story. Oil, pes- 
ticides, wastes — all imperil the sea 
life. Overfishing threatens some spe- 
cies with extinction. The fishing in- 
dustries of various nations operate, 
Ehrlich reports, on the principle of get- 
ting theirs while it’s still there, and get- 
ting more of it than anybody else 
“Judging by the fishing in- 
dustry’s behavior toward the sea,” he 
writes, “one might conclude that if it 
were to go into the chicken-farming 
business it would plan to eat up all the 
feed, all the eggs, all the chicks and all 
the chickens simultaneously, while 
burning down the henhouses to keep i 
self warm.” 

Man, in a word, still hasn't learned to 
live at peace, and according to nature's 
laws, on the only world he has. He 
must learn that lesson if he-and the so- 
called lower animals are to endure 
upon it, 


behind. the times 


By Carl T. Rowan 
WASHINGTON, — More than 1 million American women un- 


derwert abortions Jast year. All but a few thousand of the 
operations were performed illegally. 


JAn estimates 


Lik’ many othe 
“our society, abortion dis: 
crimiinates ‘against the poor. 
Women with "$200 ‘to $2,000 „to 
spend can usually find a:sife 
— though illegal — doctor M 
the United States. Or they cart 
fly to London, which, with the 
liberalization ‘of British laws, 
has become the abortion capi- 


~ LÝ V:S) — 
“Syomen'die annually'from com- 


“plications. Hundreds. 


Sands more arè fjuri or be- 


Andras Klinger who found that 
in countries with liberal abor- 
tion: Jaws, there are 54 to 81 
abortions: pèr 100 live births, 
‘about the'same rate as in most , 
countries with tough laws, 

The majgr‘difference is that 
in one case“the Operations are 
performed safely and legally, 
în the other.tipy are not. 


ABORTION: today can be as 
safe as, or; safer than, child- 
birth it 


jot thou- 


aspects of 


tal of the Western world. 

But poor women must either 
risk doing the job on the kitch- 
en table or turn to a dangerou 


back-alley hack. 


MOST U.S.. abortion laws go 

back to the 19th Century, when 

surgery was indeed risky, and 

therapeutic abortion 

only to preserve the mother’s 
lite or physical health, 

‘The absurdity is that restric- 
tive laws do not necessarily 
prevent abortions: Witness. the 
million illegal ones in. the U.S. 
each year. Or look at’the.stud- 
jes by Hungarian demiographer , 


permit 


slavia, Czech- 
ostovakia and 
Hungary, 
where abor- 
tioh“is legal in 
state clinics, 
the death rate is about 4 per 
100,000. In the United States, 
20 women out of 100,000 die of 
‘complications involved in or- 
dinary childbirth. 

Eventually, surgery may be- 
‘come unnecessary in abortion 
á$ a result of a newly per- 


‘Our liberty being nibbled aw y 


I fully agree with Carl Row- 
an’s contention that our liber- 
ty Js in danger from the “law 
and order” advocates. 

What these people fail to re- 
alize is that in order to have 
liberty one has to pay a price 
in terms of security. Organized 
society seems to follow a pol- 
icy of always being ready to 
sacrifice a little bit of liberty 
for the sake of a little more 
security. As a result, our liber- 
ty is eaten away, 
little by little, 

Eventually there will be 
none left at all, unless at some 
point we are willing to finally 
and absolutely draw the line 
and agree that no more of our 
liberty, independence or priva- 
cy will be sacrificed no matter 
how great the supposed advan- 
tages of the sacrifice may 
seem. a 

Maybe the time to draw that 
Aine is now. 

‘THEODORE J. KACZYNSKI 

Lombard 

ove 

Rowan’s column, . “Coming 
closer to a police state,” accu- 
rately states the developments 
and trends by the U.S. govern- 
ment in limiting civil liberties. 

But his account lacks sub- 
stance when he places the 
blame for these gestapo actions 
upon the feaction of the Nixon 
administration toward Abbie 
Hoffman, the Black Panthers 
and the Weathermen per se. 
‘They — “a rag-tag band of un- 


Teen-age girl opposes legalizing abortion 


Just because something 
doesn’t look like a human 
being, doesp’t mean it isn't. I 
bet when I was a fetus I didn’t 
look like a human being either. 
But because I was living, be- 
càuse I had the potential to 
grow and move by myself, my, 
mother realized I was human. 

Since I'm just a rebellious, 
sassy teen-ager, my opinion 
probably won't even be consid- 
ered, But mark my word, if we 
legalize abortion, pretty soon 
there'll be a people shortage 
around here. What"ll we do 
then, legalize people-breeding? 

YVONNE AUSTIN 
Chicago 
oe 

Father Lawlor and other op- 
ponents of a more liberal abor- 
tion law fail to consider that 
the lives of these unborn chil- 
dren would not be saved in any 
case. 


DoESYourR HUSBAND 
DISCUSS HIS BUSINESS 


[ Your views of the news 


togrity. 
Evanston 


kempt reformers” — are 
merely responding to an in- 
human political, economic and 
social system. : 

‘The established order, nòt 
the radical left, is the cause of 
the employment of reactionary 
police state methods. The radi- 
cal tactics would not be neces- 
sary if America was meeting 
the basic human needs of ali 
citizens as it is economically 
capable of doing. 

But the goal of the dignity of 
all men yields a low economic 
profit in comparison with mili- 
tary and foreign investments. 

When t h o 5 e in opposition 
show they are” dedicated to 
meeting this humanitarian 
goal, the established order re- 
acts, Not by attempting to al- 
ter their economic ‘policies by, 
alleviating human suffering, 
but by suppressing those who 
threaten to infringe on their 
sacred economic profits. « 

MICHAEL J. VAVRUS 
Student Body President 
Drake University 

Des Moines, Iowa 


‘Why should 


Percy rush?’ 

In a recent Letters column, a 
feminine reader bemoans Sen. 
Percy's “inability to make up 
his mind.” Her theory is that 


the small society 


^ soMETHING 


. 
he is waiting to see which way 
the wind blows, so that he can 
be on the winning side. 

Like so many other weari- 
some protesters, she doesn’t 
dother to consider the altema- 
tives. When haste is not essen- 
tial, what is the advantage of a 
hasty decision? There are, 
however, many advantages to 
postponing a decision until the 


he is'à man of superior in: ` 
telligence and unquestioned in- 


This uniformed criticism ot 
the senator was signed Marion 
Hanson of Chicago. 

In my opinion Sen, Percy 
showed wisdom and restraint 
under pressure not to make 
such a disclosure, To set the 
record straight it should be 
known that not every anti-Per- 
cyite in the state is named 


fected suction method and per- 
haps a new abortive drug. 

~ While the Catholic Church 
suil regards abortion as mur- 
der of an unbom fetus, many 
Catholics are, accepting it 
One woman out of five who 
has an abortion is a Catholic, 
and several church leaders 


W.A. have expressed doubts about 


ë imposing church standards by 


law upon non-Catholics. 

In fact, an argument can be 
made that legalizing abortion 
would truly put it in the moral- 
ethical-religious realm, ‘Then 
each individual could decide on 
the basis of her own con- 
science—not with the threat of 
a fine or jail hanging over her, 
or on the basis of someone 
else’s religious beliefs. 


" MARION HANSON 
task ata tacterting: Springtiela ABORTION is closely re- 
co kri poa lated to the rising concern 
take care of itself — 5 about population growth and 
Judge Carswell's name would He protests the poisoning of our environ- 
have been withdrawn. Then POW treatment „+ ment. Prof. Klinger estimated 
Sen. Percy would have avoided 1 Woud like to. that about 30 million legal and 


offending the thousands of con- 
stituents’ he was bound to of- 
fend ~no ‘matter which way 
he voted. 

© Perhaps he was waiting for 
confirmation — or denial — of 
evidence from an unproved 
source. Hq gets thousands `of 
letters, his staff brings him 


against the inhuman tréatment 
of prisoners, of war “bj 
North Vietnaihese. I would ap- 
preciate it-it:you. would.do ev- 
erything in your power 0 in- 
fluence the North. Vietnamese 
to.correct this situation, 


EUGENE F. LYONS 


illegal abortions are performed 
‘fhe in the world-annuaily, This 
‘means that outside the United 
States, abortion prevents more 
births, than all methods'öt Zon- 
traception combined.~ ` 
Those concerned with the 
population question . contend 
„that more “liberal , faws will 


much more data. Niles Galeoest lead to safer abortions and 
My limited contacts with Loyola Univesity PYOVide an important tool in 


Percy have convinced me that Chicago 


‘A little work would help park’ 


A large percentage of the 
Chain-O-Lakes state parks in Wisconsin “and 
State Park just a few miles Michigan have flush toilets and 
showers. At Chain-O-Lakes the 
only facilities are duthousés. 
There is one shower house, but 
this is hardly enough for a 
park this size that has four 
areas for camping. 

Another undesirable feature 
at this park is that there aren’t 
enough activitiés. Most of. the, 
parks in Wisconsin offer. swin- 
ming, hiking, arid a ball field 
or play ground. 

There is a lot of unused land 
in the park that could be used 
for trails and paths. There are 


I'm writing in regard to the 
condition of 


north of the city of Fox Lake, 
Tl, on U.S. 12. 


ONLY WHEN * 
I WANT To 
BUY 


EXPENSIVE -~ 


When a woman is confronted 
with an unwanted pregnancy, 
she will seek an abortion some- 
how and somewhere, and being 
denied proper help, she will of- 
ten put herself in dangerous 
hands. The only ones who ben- 
efit from a strict abortion law 
are criminal abortionists. 

What a revised law would 
accomplish is to guarantee 
women of Ilinois the right to 
seek medical help at any time 
they feel it necessary in a dig- 


-nified way. 


While states all over the 
union are revising their laws in 
a realistié and humane way, 
this state remains stuck with a 
law dating from the year 1845. 
Isn't it time for a change? 

‘MRS. EDWIN SMITH 

Lincolnwood 

. o 

Why is it that people who get 

so emotional about the poor de- 


‘Transit subsidy helps governmen? 


I believe municipal public transportation should be subsi- 
dized by the U.S. government and state governments simply 
because these governments have a stake in every individual’s 
getting to and from work so that he can earn the money to pay 
the taxes me governments needs zo uperate. 

I believe this reason is so basic that anyone in Washington 
and Springfield should be able to see this with crystal clarity. 

Subsidization will also go a long way toward solving, the 
overcrowded highways during rush hours and effecting a large 


reduction in air pollution. 
‘Midlothian 


EINARD W. JOHNSON 


the park. 
fenseless fetus forget about it T 
when it becomes just some- 
body else's kid? 
ANNE BOWEN 
Oak Park ` 


little work. 


Des Plaines 


also treeless fields that only 
need mowing and they could 
be used for a baseball or foot- 
ball field. It might also be pos- 
sible to make a small beach on 
Tumer Lake, which is right in 


ik some real wonderful 
facilities could be made with a 


DAVID MOLLENKAMP 


population control. 

Over the past fow years 
10 states have liberalized 
their laws—generally to permit 
abortion to preserve a moth- 
er’s mental health, or where 
pregnancy is a result-of rape 
or incest, or where there is 
risk of a deformed child, 

Most recently (as iñ the leg- 
dslatures of New York and 
Maryland) the emphasis ‘has 
shifted from changing the taws 
to outright repeal, That would 
leave the matter strictly up, to 
a woman and her doctor. ' 


IMPETUS for change alsa is 
cóming from U.S. courts, 
Judges in California and the 
District of Columbia have 
recently thrown out severely 
restrictive abortion laws on 
constitutional grounds. The 
Supreme Court probably will 
be called on to settle the issue, 

When that happens, it will 
have to consider some delicate 
but critical questions: Is abor- 
tion murder? Can a woman be 
forced by society to have a 
child she does not want? Does 
she have a legal right to abor- 
tion like the right to free 
speech? 


‘Scrap CTA, have moving sidewalks’ 


«Let's scrap the buses, chuck the L trains, 
and, after appropriate ‘City Council resolu- 
tions honoring them for “years of selfless ser- 
vice, etc.,” put the entire CTA board of direc- 
tors out to pasture! 

Let's build a series of plastic-tube enclosed 
moving sidewalks running into and out of the 
city, blanketing Chicago with an arterial net- 
work òf transportation convenient to all her 
citizens. These could be built like Japanese 
monorails, raised somewhat and supported by 
single steel beams, placed like iamp posts 
along the route. 

By a minimum of engineering know-how 
and a maximum of precise guesswork, I have 
determined that even a very dottery senior 
citizen could in perfect safety step onto'a plat- 
form moving at the rate of 25 mph. 

Therefore these sidewalks would be placed 
side-by-side, like the lanes of an expressway, 
with step-ups in increments of 2.5 mph. The 
older folks could stay in the local lanes, and 
the more daring among us could swing into 
the 24 m.p h. express lanes, which is a pretty 
respectable speed, considering that it would 
never vary as if in traffic. 

Alongside the moving belts would be a con- 


tinuous stationary platform, with escalators - 


at intervals for easy entrance and exit. There 
could also be a continuous series of alarm, 
~ buttons for summoning nearby police in case 
shrobbery or emergency. i 


Once built, the system would literally run 
itself with a handful of maintenance person- 
nel, eliminating the need to pay salaries to 
thousands of motormen and bus drivers, who 
would thus be freed to Seek higher paying 
Jobs in industry. 

Some advantages to the rider: 


© No" waiting’ for a bus, since the system 
‘would run 24 hours a day. 

© Comfort, since the tubes could be econom- 
ically air-conditioned in summer and heated 
in winter. 

© Less of “that old cattle-car feeling” during 
rush hour, because of continuous running. 


© No delays in traffic. 


And for the pedestrians, motorists and cy- 
clists who wage a daily battle for survival 
against the buses: Think of what it would be 
like to get from one place to another in a city 
‘without a single bus to clog the streets, 

‘And, because ecology is momentarily in 
vogue, think of. how our very lives would be 
saved if the stupendous veil of pollution 
caused by our killer-buses could be lifted. 

Jt could be argued that Americans are too 
soft to-go for a transit system-in which they 
would have to stand up ll the way downtown, 
but are we not already a nation òf strap. 
hangers?” 

ROB DALLACH, 


Chicago U 


